
Barry Goldwater High School, A+ School of Excellence

2023-2024 School Year

Teacher Name: Albert A Pepe Web Page: https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/10828
Name of Course: IB Theory of Knowledge Teacher Email: albert.pepe@dvusd.org

Cultural Vision:
BGHS is committed to providing continuous opportunities to demonstrate achievement and personal
growth in a collaborative student-centered community of diversity and kindness. To this end we embrace
standards-based practices and focus on student learning and growth.

SUPPLIES LIST

● Chromebook and charging cord provided by
the School District

● Pencils and blue/black pens
● Loose leaf notebook paper.
● 1-Inch 3 Ring Binder

● Section Dividers
● Agenda/Calendar – Use app on chromebook

or a paper version
● Colored highlighters (at least 3 colors) & /

or colored pencils

GUARANTEED AND VIABLE CURRICULUM

BGHS students will develop their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills by utilizing analysis,
organization, production and language skills in innovative and creative ways. These skills will be assessed
individually and collectively multiple times throughout the semester in order to determine student growth and
achievement. Students are encouraged to work toward the highest level of achievement and to challenge
themselves to grow and learn to their highest ability.

There are state standards, district curriculum expectations and a scope and sequence to ensure students are
learning alongside their peers and at Goldwater we also focus heavily on critical thinking skills, communication
skills, life skills, and habits of mind. Please check Canvas, PowerSchool, and/or the BGHS course website for
the Standards, Performance Objectives and Rubrics for grading.

Classroom Expectations

Be prompt, prepared, respectful, and committed to the class, the instructor, and to one another. In the event that
any of us are not prompt, prepared, respectful, and committed, we must take responsibility and make amends
while accepting the consequences of our actions.

What to do immediately upon entering this classroom:

1. Look at the smart board to determine learning goals and find your assigned seat.
2. Turn all electronic devices off and place in backpack or pocket* (Needs to be out of sight)
3. Take out your Chromebook and all necessary materials and put your backpack away as indicated.
4. Begin bellwork and/or join your team to actively engage in learning.
5. Contribute to the learning and work hard to demonstrate your abilities.
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AOK

The Arts

ҙ . What is Art?

ҙ . The scope of the Arts

ҙ . Role of Art in cultural experience

ҙ . Knowledge generated by Art

ҙ . Relationship of the work, Artist, and

audience

ҙ Ethical Implications for the arts
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Spring Semester

Unit Title &
Resources Utilized

Learning Goals Department and

District Assessments

Expected
Timeframe

Course
Concepts

● Denial of reality

● Nature of Knowledge

● Elements of the

Course

Weeks 1-2

Core Theme:
Knowledge
and the
Knower

● Knowledge and truth vs belief and
opinion

● Communities of Knowers

● Individual and Institutional

Perspectives

● Knowledge sources and tools

● Ethical dilemmas and

perspectives

TOK Exhibition
Introduction

Unit Assessment

Weeks 3-6
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Knowledge
and
Technology

● Data, Information and Knowledge

● Can technology have knowledge

● Bias, prejudice and values within
technology

● Big Data

TOK Exhibition

Practice

Unit Assessment

Weeks 7-10

Knowledge
and
Indigenous
Societies

● What does indigenous mean

● features of indigenous knowledge

● how is indigenous knowledge developed

● myth and ritual

● threats to indigenous knowledge systems

TOK Exhibition

Practice

Unit Assessment

Weeks 11-14

Knowledge
and Politics

● Scope of Politics in the Governmental
Process

● positive and negative connotations

● Politics and Culture

● Politics and Law

● Politics and Ethics

● Development of Knowledge in Politics

TOK Exhibition Final
Draft

Weeks 15-18

TOK
Exhibition

● Final Draft of TOK

Exhibition

Final Assessment

TOK Exhibition
Presentation

19-20

6





Gradebook Cat



Reassessment & Reperformance

Retakes: A student completes another assessment of the same standard. The assessment to be retaken may be in the same
format or a different format. The higher of the two scores will be entered in the gradebook. To earn a retake opportunity, a
student must complete all of the following:

● Complete all formativ plet



Reporting Timeline

In order to provide better communication of student progress, an up-to-date progress report will be available on the dates
listed below. Progress reports indicate where a student is with regard to achieving �es





Use of LLMs or Artificial Intelligence technology:

DVUSD has determined that the use of Large Language Models (LLMs), such as ChatGPT, is prohibited
unless clearly specified by your teacher. Specific guidelines will be provided in the assignment details. If
you are unsure if the tool or website you are using is an LLM or if it is permitted on a specific
assignment, please contact your teacher before submitting your work.

Attendance/Tardies

Our school m
dies࠰
O



Confirmation of Syllabus 2023-2024

My signature is provided to confirm I have received the Course Syllabus for IB Theory of Knowledge. My review of this
supports an awareness of the learning expectations for this course as well as the course outcomes.

Written materials such as articles, stories, excerpts and the novels as well as videos and technology are used in the
classroom to support the teaching of the State Standards and this level of information may be found in the Canvas course
that accompanies the class.

I am aware that I am invited to ll
d

s

us
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